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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST QADHAEI 
REF: CAIRO 7333 

1. EGYPTIAN PRESS REPORTS ON SITUATION HERE SHOULD BE TAKEN 
WITH A SHAKER OE SALT, ESPECIALLY GUMHURRIYAH'S STORY ABOUT 
A COUP ATTEMPT IN BENGHAZI (REFTEL). EMBOFE WHO WAS IN 
BENGHAZI JULY 25-26 SAW NO EVIDENCE OE TENSION OR 
INCREASED SECURITY PRECAUTIONS ANYWHERE, AND THERE WERE NO 
CHECKPOINTS ON ROAD LEADING TO AIRPORT AND MILITARY CAMP 
OUTSIDE CITY. IN SHORT, SITUATION IN BENGHAZI DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO NEED BRINGING UNDER CONTROL, AND RCC MEMBER KHUWAYLDI 
AL HUMAYDI HAS IN FACT BEEN IN TRIPOLI EOR PAST SEVERAL DAYS 
ADMINISTERING PROMOTION EXAMS TO POLICE OEEICERS. 

2. THE AIM OE THE EGYPTIAN CAMPAIGN IS PROBABLY TO CREATE 

A CLIMATE OE INSECURITY AND TENSION IN LIBYA WHICH WILL TEND 
TO EEED ON ITSELF, AND JUDGING FROM THE NUMBER OE RUMORS 
ELYING ABOUT TRIPOLI WHICH SEEM TO HAVE BEEN INDIRECTLY 
GENERATED BY EGYPTIAN PRESS AND RADIO REPORTS, THE CAMPAIGN 
IS HAVING SOME SUCCESS. 
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3. THIS IS FORCING THE REGIME TO ISSUE DENIALS OF PARTI- 
CULARLY TROUBLESOME STORIES. THUS IN REACTION TO EAR-EETCHED 
EGYPTIAN INSINUATIONS THAT THE DEATH OE RCC MEMBER AL-MAGARYEE 
IN A 1971 CAR CRASH WAS PLOTTED BY QADHAEI, THE FINDINGS OF 
THE COURT OF INQUIRY INTO THE MATTER WERE MADE PUBLIC AND 
PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS EOR THE EIRST TIME. (A REAR TIRE BLEW 
OUT, AND THE CAR, IN WHICH JALLUD WAS ALSO A PASSENGER, 

WAS GOING TOO EAST.) IN THE SAME WAY EGYPTIAN-INSPIRED 
RUMORS THAT JUNE 1 1 EXPLOSION IN TRIPOLI PORT WAS REALLY 
UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE QADHAFI FORCED REGIME TO 
PUBLISH EACSIMILE OF REPORT BY WEST GERMAN OUTSIDE EXPERTS 
ATTRIBUTING EXPLOSION TO A WW II BOMB. OP COURSE, IT IS 
REGIME'S PHOBIA ABOUT SECRECY WHICH MAKES IT AN EASY TARGET 
EOR THIS SORT OP THING. 
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